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1852.] 



THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



he had said this he went out again unto the Jews, and 
saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all." 

Had Pilate waited for a reply, what ansjrer would he 
hare received ? Possibly the same as that given to the 
woman of Samaria, who, pleading for the worship of 
her fathers, said to him, " Our fathers worshipped in 
this mountain, and ye say that in Jerusalem is the place 
where men ought to worship." "Woman, believe me 
the hour cometh when ye shall neither in this mountain, 
nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. The hour 
Cometh when the true worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth, for the Father seeketh 
Buch to worship him. GOD IS A SPIRIT; AND 
THEY THAT WORSHIP HIM MUST WORSHIP 
HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH." 

All religions profess to afford God the worship of the 
heart. Any other would be an insolent mockery. All 
religions also profess to he led by the Spirit of God. 

"Because I have spoken those things," says the 
Saviour (John xvi. 6.), "sorrow hath filled your hearts; 
but I will tell you the truth, it is expedient to you that 
1 go, for if I go not the Paraclete (the Comforter) will 
not come to you ; but i( 1 go I will send him to you. 
I have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot 
bear them now ; but when He the Spirit of Truth is 
come, he will teach you all truth." — John xvi, 13 
(Douay Bible). 

How, then, is this teaching to be secured, and what 
does it teach? On this do men greatly differ, and 
probably ever will, until the commands of St. Paul to 
Timothy are more generally obeyed. " I charge thee, 
before God and Jesus Christ, who shall judge the living 
and the dead by his coming and his kingdom. Preach the 
word: be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
exhort, rebuke in all patience and doctrine. For there 
shall be a time when they will not endure sound doe- 
trine: but according to their own desires, they will 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears ; and 
vill, indeed, turn away their hearing from the truth, and 
will be turned unto fables." — 2 Tim. iv. 1. 

As laymen, however, we must not sermonize ; and, 
therefore, return to Lord Bacon, whose admiration for 
truth, and success in discovering it, have stamped his 
name with immortality. " The poet saith excellently 
well, it is a pleasure to stand upon the shore, and to 
gee ships tossed upon the sea ; a pleasure to stand in the 
-window of a castle, and to see a battle and the adven- 
tures thereof below ; but no pleasure is comparable to 
the standing upon the vantage-ground of truth (a hill 
not to be commanded, and where the air is always clear 
and serene), and to see the errors and wanderings, and 
mists and tempests in the vale below, so that this pros- 
pect be seen with pity not with pride. Certainly it is 
heaven upon earth to have a man's mind move in cha- 
rity, rest in Providence, and turn upon the poles of 
truth ; and however things may be, in some men's de- 
praved judgments and assertions, yet truth, which only 
doth judge itself, teacheth that the inquiry of tkdth, 
which is the love-making or wooing of it ; the know- 
ledge OF TRUTH, which is the presence of it ; and the be- 
LIET OF TRUTH, which is thcenjoyingof it, is the sovereign 
good of human nature. The first creation of God, in 
the works of his days, was the light of the sense, the 
last was the light of reason, and his Sabbath work ever 
since is the illumination of his Spirit. First he breathed 
light upon the face of matter or chaos, then he breathed 
lighc into the face of man, and still he breathcth and 
inspireth light into the face of his chosen." 

" Awake thou that sleepcst and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light." — Ephes. v. 14. If we 
can be instrumental, in ever so humble a degree, in lead- 
ing others to see the true light more clearly than they 
have yet done, we shall not have written in Tain ; and 
even should we therein fail, we shall still not be without 
our reward, if we be ourselves led by the Spirit of Truth 
into a more clear and full light. The love of truth, we 
incline to think, claims alliance as much with the heart as 
with the head ; no vicious man was ever a lover of it. Our 
reasoning faculties were not given us for the exercise 
of whim or fancy, but to be the active instruments 
of guiding us to both trutli and happiness. We 
hold it to be a pernicious practice to enter into dis- 
putations merely for the sake of argument. Such a 
course, if continued long, would make a man insensible 
to truth, and unhinge tlie whole fabric of his mind. 
This we shall attempt to avoid ; and sliall ever be more 
anxious to agree with others than to differ, where we 
can do so without sacrificing truth. If we can thereby 
assist any of our fellow-eountrymtn to make progress in 
real knowledge, and clear away some, at least, of the 
clouds of prejudice which bang over tlie opinions of men 
who have not taken the pains to cultivate their reason, 
and steadily employ it in the pursuit of truth, we shall 
not have lived or rolled our tub altogether in vain. 



ERIN M.WOUPvNEEN. 
Remember thee ! yes, while there's life in this heart, 
It shall never forget thee, all lorn as thou art ; 
More dear in thy sorrow, thy gloom, and thy showers. 
Than the rest of the world in their sunniest hoars. 

Wert thou all that I wish thee — great, glorious, and free, 
First flower of the earth and first gem of the sea — 
I might hail thee with prouder, with happier brow ; 
Bat, oh ! could I love thee more deeply than now ? 

No ! thy chains as they rankle thy blood as it runs, 
But make thee more painfully dear to thy sons — 
Whose hearts, like the young of the desert-bird's nest. 
Drink love in each life-drop that flows from thy breast. 

Thomas Mooee. 



THE ISLE OF SAINTS. 
There is a melancholy pleasure in looking back upon 
the past greatness of times long gone ; and surely there 
is no feature in the ancient history of our beloved but 
unhappy country, on which a true Irishman can dwell 
with such interest and pride, as the singular reputation 
for learning, and advancement in Christian knowledge, 
which, in the first ages after tlie introduction of Chris- 
tianity, won for it the name oi Insula Sanctorum — the Isle 
of Saints. According to the concurrent and unanimous 
testimony of ancient writers, the Irish people were then 
so eminent for the study of philosophy and letters, and 
more especially of the Sacred Scriptures ; the country 
was so thickly studded with schools, colleges, and reli- 
gious establishments, that students from all parts flocked 
to it in great numbers, to prosecute both general and theo- 
logical knowledge. The causes of the preference then 
given to an Irish education were not only the strict disci- 
pline observed in theschools of Ireland, and the knowledge 
of Holy Scriptures, possessed by our old divines, but the 
character they maintained for ability in instructing 
others in it. We shall have other opportunities of ad- 
ducing proofs of what we have here stated ; but, at pre- 
sent, we would confine ourselves to introducing to the 
notice of our readers one peculiarly eminent saint, of 
ancient times, in Ireland — St. Columbanus — whose cha- 
racter is one of deep and singular interest and impor- 
tance in reviewing the ancient Church history of Ire- 
land. Mr. Carew, the Maynooth Church Historian, 
represents St. Columbanus (as, in truth, he was) a mo- 
del for Catholics. He was born in 539, or 539, of a 
respectable family, in Leinster (nearly 1,000 years be- 
fore Luther), and from his early childhood was remark, 
able for applying to his studies with such diligence that 
he soon became a proficient in grammar, rhetoric, geo- 
metry, and the range of the Divine Scriptures. He also 
soon began to evince the strong influence of the latter 
in his heart ; and finding that he was beset, when at 
home, by companions not calculated to promote his re- 
ligious improvement, he left Leinster, and placed him- 
self under the care of a venerable person, named Senile, 
Abbot of Cluaninia, in Lough Erne, who had a high 
reputation, among his countrymen at that time, for his 
singular piety and accomplishment in the study of the 
Sacred Scriptures. Columbanus made such good pro- 
gress under the instruction of this holy man that, while 
yet a very young man, he wrote an exposition of the 
Book of Psalms, in elegant language, and composed 
many other pieces, profitable for oommunicating instruc- 
tion. He subsequently became a missionary in France, 
and other parts of Europe, and exercised great influence 
over the Continental Church, by the great energy of 
his character, his intimacy with different kings, and the 
number, activity, and devotedness of his followers, and 
the eminence to which they attained. 

We shall have occasion again to refer to this eminent 
individual, whom every pious student of Irish ecclesias- 
tical history must always regard with veneration and 
love, even where he may find it needful to appeal from 
his views on certain points, to an authority more an- 
cient and higher than lie. St, Columbanus, among other 
good and noble qualities, was peculiarly distinguished 
by his honest love for Ireland, and the pride and plea- 
sure with which, whether among Franks or Lombards, 
at Luxem, or at Bobio, he ever reverted to the soil 
which gave him birth. For tlie present we have, per- 
haps, said enough to interest our readers in his writings, 
and would begin, by introducing to them tlie translation 
of one of his Instructions, for which we are indebted to 
the valuable work of Mr. King, on the Church History 
of Ireland, 3rd vol., page 975. 



A Glass Eye An Emir had bought a left eye of a 

glass-maker, supposing that he would be able to see 
with it. The man begged him to give it a little time : 
he could not expect that it would see, all at once, as 
well as the right eye, which had been for so many years 
in the habit of it Coleridge. 



ST. COLUMBANUS'S INSTRUCTION ON THE 

SUBJECT "OF JESUS CHRIST THE LIVING 

FOUNTAIN, AND OF COMING TO HIM FOR 

DRINK. "—GiVen as INSTRUCTION XIII.u. 7J. 

IB FLEMING. 

The preach- "Impressed with a strong sense of the 

diffident of >n'8ery of human life, as brought before us in 

his abiUtiea, the observations of every-day experience, and 

must in with solemn reverence, at the same time, for 

Ub'olr'to^ie ''"^ Divine Oracles, we have been led to exbi- 

iieat of his bit, in the discourses which you have already 



power in heard, however inelaborate their style, the 
the enforce- jjest efforts, feeble though they be, of our 
Christian bnmble ability; and however this way of 
truth. talking on our part may haply appear super- 

fluous in the eyes of others, yet to ourselves 
it seems appropriate enough that the discourse should 
begin with allusions of a personal nature, such as these. 
For it is not so much the indolence of others, as our 
own, that we are endeavouring to arouse. And, more- 
over, although to the perfect in wisdom these advances 
towards wisdom [which we are engaged in] may prore 
not entirely satisfactory, still for beginners, and poor, 
lukewarm creatures like ourselves, they must be re- 
garded as unavoidable, and well adapted enough to our 
case. For what cannot be concealed, what cannot be 
kept silent, without doing liarm, it is inexpedient to 
hide and inexpedient to hush. For this reason, there- 
fore, it seemed to us better to speak, even in a homely 
style, than to observe silence. For we have judged it 
to be undoubtedly safer to employ our conversation on 
such topics as these, than on others that are either idle 
or frivolous. 

Christ, the " I^end, then, your ear once more, brethren, 
Urtng wa- Nearly beloved, to our observations, as [per- 
tera, how' to sons] convinced of the necessity of paying 
h« ap- attention to the lessons which you hear [on 

proached such occasions as this]. And refresh your 
by tiffbu^ thirst, yet not so as to extinguish it, at the 
liever. waters of this divine fountain, concerning 

which we are now desirous to speak. Drink, yet not 
so as to be satiated. For the living fountain, the foun* 
tain of life, now summons us to himself and says, 
S. Jdhn yii. • Whosoever is athirst let him come unto m« 
and drink.' Observe what it is you are to 
drink. Let Isaiah inform you ; let the Fountain bim- 
Im. Iv. 1. self inform you — 'And they have forsaken me, 
fa: U. 13. ^jg Fountain of living water, saith the Lord.' 
It is the Lord, then, himself, Jesus Christ, our God, 
that is the fountain of life, and he, therefore, invites us 
to himself, the Fountain, that we may drink. He 
drinks who loves him ; he drinks who takes his fill of 
the Word of God ; who has a perfect love for him, a 
perfect longing after him ; he drinks who is inspired 
with a burning love for wisdom. Let us. Gentiles, then 
drink with eagerness from that [fountain] which the 
Jews forsook [*For to us also, as well as to other Gen- 
tiles, may apply that saying about ' those who open not 
their mouths,' and we, too, may be exhorted to open the 
mouth of our inner man, to eat with anxious haste and 
S.Johnyl. eiigeTneaa that bread which cometh down from 
'' heaven.''] 

The more In order, then, that we may eat of this 
of Christ bread — that we may drink of this fountain, 
have^en- [both of which are one and] the same Jesus 
joyed, so Christ our Lord, (who speaks of himself as 
much the though he were to be used by us for food, 
Sey im" [under the title of] the living bread, which 
after unin- yivelh life to this world ; and in like manner 
terrupted pointing to himself as the fountain, he saith, 
S'thWrn™ ' ^kosoever is athirst, let him come unto me 
and drink,' concerning which fountain also 
Pta. xxxvi. the prophet saith, * Por with thee is the ,/bun- 
'• tain of life.' See whence that fountain flows ; 
for it is from the same source from which the bread also 
descends ; because it is the same one who is the bread 
and the fountain, the only Son, our God, the Lord 
Christ, whom we ought unceasingly to hunger after ; 
and although we are eating of him in loving him, 
although we devour him by our longing after him, yet 
let us continue our longing after him, as though hun- 
gry still. In like manner, that we may always drink 
of liim, the Fountain, with exceeding pleasure, drink of 
him unceasingly in the full eagerness of our longing 
after him, and be delighted witli his grateful sweetness 
(for the Lord is sweet and pleasant), though we do 
eat of him and drink, yet let us ever still hunger and 
thirst for him. For this our food and drink can 
never be entirely consumed nor exhausted ; for 
although used, it is not spent ; though drunk of, it doth 
not waste ; because our bread is eternal, and our foun- 
tain is ever flowing, and ever sweet. Whence the pro- 
Isa. Iv. 1. phetsaith, " Ho,ye that thirst, come to theFoun- 
tain." For this fountain is for such as thirst, not for 
See 5. J/a«. those who feel satiety; and therefore it is 
V. 6. that he invites to himself the hungry and 
thirsty, upon whom, elsewhere, he pronounced a bles- 
sing who are never satisfied with drinking, but the 

more they have swallowed, the more thirsty will they 
be. 

The pre- " What reason have we, brethren, to desire 

ciousness of ^j,j jggjj ■ after, and love unceasingly, that 
them tl'at fountain of wisdom, the Word of God on high, 
rtceive him. ' in whom are hidden,' as the apostle saith, ' all 
Col. li. 3. the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,' [trea- 
sures] which he is inviting those that are thirsty to 
draw upon ? Art thou thirsty ? Drink [here] of the 
fountain of life. Art thou hungry ? Eat [here] of the 
bread of life. Blessed are they that hunger for this 
bread, and thirst after this fountain. For, [though 
tliey be] always eating and drinking, yet retain they 
their desire to be eating and drinking still. For exceed- 
ingly delicious must be that food which is continually 
made use of for meat and drink, and yet is continually 



